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Welcome to The High Desert 
Palette!  In our first year’s 
nine issues, we brought work 
from local artists to these 
pages to share – from painters 
to blacksmiths; writers to 
culinary artists; photographers 
to musicians – and we’ve barely 
made a dent in the list of talented 
creatives in the area.  

Art is meant to be shared: every 
page will share something 
intriguing and creative, and every 
issue is something that you can 
share with others after you’ve 
read it.  

You can share with us your 
knowledge about more artists 
and creatives, so that our future 
issues will bring their work to the 
fore and for writers, share your 
writing in these pages.  

To advertise, call 
520-766-3335 or email 
willcoxtheater@gmail.com.
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WELCOME TO
The High Desert Palette 

May.,  2022
Vol.  2 No. 9Unlimited

INTERNET FOR ALL. 

WITH VALLEY THERE ARE  no limits.
With Valley, your Internet is unlimited 
so everyone can connect and share. 
Connect with friends, work, the world. 
Share moments and memories with     
others. With unlimited data and Valley 
WIFi, there are no limits. 

CORRECTION
The April High Desert Palette misspoke when saying Walter 
Wein’s wife assisted in starting the gallery in Dos Cabezas, 
it was his sister, Carol, along with himself and others. We 
regret the error.
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With songs like ‘Honky Tonk Halos’, 
‘Roll My Way Again’, and ‘Texas in 
1880’, Jared Rogerson loves writing 
and performing music. Although 
he has been doing 
music for many 
years, it wasn’t his 
first choice.

Jared’s first love 
was competing in 
rodeos, which he 
did for 17 years. In 
high school, he got 
a scholarship to ride 
bareback broncs 
and from there he 
worked his way up through college 
to professional rodeo. 

He was “Spurred in a music 
career” in 2007 when he tore his 
bicep tendon during a competition 
and looked to focus on another 
long standing interest. “That was 
kind of the point where I was 
like, ‘You know, maybe this is a 
good opportunity to finally switch 
dreams and start focusing on a 
music career.’”

The Kitchen and the 4 Track 

Jared always loved writing songs. 
“I love to make 
up songs. I think 
early on, I was just 
changing lyrics to 
songs everyone 
knew, like all kids 
do. I always felt like 
I had something to 
say, in that way.”

Although Jared 
played piano as a 
child, he didn’t have 

much instrumental experience. It 
wasn’t until he was in college that 

he bought a guitar and started 
learning. Shortly after his accident, 
he bought a 4 track recorder and 
a microphone and picked up the 
guitar again. “All of a sudden, I was 
in the recording business.” As he 
was getting started, his recording 
studio was his kitchen. There he 
wrote and recorded a lot of the 
songs that are now featured on his 
home recorded album ‘Bad Hay’, 
which was released in 2010.

“I’m really glad that’s how I got 
started. That was my training. 

That was how I learned. It was 
a steep learning curve, but that 
really prepared me for what 
happened next.”

Cowboy Culture

After ‘Bad Hay’, Jared met up 
with a good friend, who was also 
a country singer/songwriter, by 
the name of Brenn Hill. Brenn 
and Jared co-produced the next 
album in Nashville, which was 
the official launch of Jared’s 
music career.

JARED 
ROGERSON
Spurred into Music
By Sarah Cameron

     That was kind of 
the point where I 

was like, ‘You know, 
maybe this is a good 
opportunity to finally 
switch dreams and 
start focusing on a 

music career.’”
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“I call my music ‘Rocky Mountain 
Country’ music. That’s how I 
grew up. I’m a product of the 
Chris LeDoux generation. I loved 
that way of life. That sort of 
cowboy culture, rodeo stuff, and 
western lifestyle.”

That cowboy culture is evident 
in the music he writes, with 
each song being 
consistent with the 
western lifestyle 
theme. “I will sit 
down and try to 
not write a cowboy 
song and it still 
comes out as a 
cowboy song. So, 
I guess that’s just 
what I do.”

A lot of people 
have influenced Jared and his 
musical journey, whether it be 

through the lyrics, or simply the 
style of the songs themselves. 
Jared hopes to influence other 
people in their own musical 
endeavors. 

Jump In

“Any advice I’d give to someone 
who is interested in music would 

be, if you really 
have a passion to 
do something, you 
should jump in and 
do it regardless of 
whether you think 
it’s actually going 
to pay off or not. 
Find a way to do 
it. It’s extremely 
possible to go out 
there and make a 
living doing what 

you love and being in charge of 
your destiny.”

Small classes

Affordable

Close to home

Flexible and adaptable integrated learning

(520) 384-4502
cochise.edu

     If you really 
have a passion to 

do something, you 
should jump in and 
do it regardless of 

weather you think it’s 
actually going to pay 

off or not. ”

Jared Rogerson 
will be performing 

at the Ranching 
Heritage Festival 
at Railroad Park 
on Friday, June 

3rd, at 7pm!
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Retro Rewind-
Captain Kidd
The unhistorical adventures of pirate 
Captain Kidd revolve around treasure 
and treachery.Jun. 10th

D&D Camp

Kathleen’s Crafts

Make a small bee hive and a 4th of July 
smashed floral can!

Jun. 18th

Jun. 13th - 17th

First Run Movies

Catch first run movies at our historic 
theater any day of the week with today’s 
latest in comfort and digital technology! 

Daily

THINGS TO DO AT WILLCOX
THEATER AND ARTS!
We have something at Willcox Theater and Arts for everyone. Take a 
look – discover something new, learn a skill, or just have fun! Head 
over to our website at willcoxtheater.com for more information and to 
register for events!

Paint Night

Paint along with a talented instructor
as she walks you through a step by step

tutorial on how to paint.
Jun. 18th

 Keep up with our latest and greatest at willcoxtheater.com!

Stage to Cinema-
Swan Lake

The Royal Ballet’s version of this 
classic love story mixes spectacle, 

mystery and passion. Jun. 16th

A group for adult musicians to meet
and “jam” together for entertainment 
and proficiency. - no electric amplified 

instruments and no drum kits.
Jun. 21th

Jam Session

Experience the satisfaction of rolling 
a D&D character, learn the sometimes 
intimidating basics of gameplay, and 
participate in a beginner friendly game!
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When going out to meet Carol 
Adcock (and her movie stunt man 
husband, Butterfly) 
you’ll be met by 
winding dirt roads and 
steep rocky hills. But 
as long and arduous 
as the journey out 
there is, when you 
reach her you’ll be 
greeted by the most 
beautiful view in 
Cochise County. Strikingly enough, 
this mirrors Carol’s own journey to 
become a truly great artist. Because 

CAROL 
ADCOCK
The Art of Detail
By Peter Spitzer

as Carol puts it, “Nothing comes 
without hard work.”

A Lifetime of Learning

So where did Carol start? When 
asked the question, Carol went 
on to reminisce of an early 
horse drawing, from when she 
was three that her mother had 
kept. Like many girls her age, 
Carol was “horse crazy”. This 
led her to draw more and more, 
refine this, change that. Looking 

and looking 
again. “I just kept 
drawing.”

Much later on in 
life Carol started 
taking sessions and 
classes with other 
more experienced 
artists like Ralph 

Schaefer and Ben Kanis. Through 
various workshops she was able 
to continue to refine her work, 

picking up invaluable tips and 
tricks along the way. Then came 
perhaps the most difficult part 
of Carol’s journey. Shortly after 
university she developed MS. This 
led to Carol not being able to walk 
for two years. “My body just broke 
down, it was tough.” But despite 
the setback Carol never stopped, 
“I just kept drawing.”

Through her hard work, today 
Carol is a widely respected 
artist with a vault of skills and 
experiences gained from a 
lifetime of learning.

Bringing Life

So what is Carol’s style? Her 
calling card? Something that 
you would think every artist has. 
According to her she has none. 
“I wouldn’t say I have a style, I’m 
just too much of a perfectionist 
to have one”, she laughed.

     I wouldn’t say 
I have a style, I’m 
just too much of 
a perfectionist to 

have one.” 

Though when looking at Carol’s 
art there is one common identity 
that runs throughout. One that 
you’ll be hard-pressed to find 
anywhere else and works almost 
as its own style. Detail. Carol’s 
art is so detailed and so realistic 
it brings life to every subject, 
enough to leave even the harshest 
of art judges taken aback. As one 
artist told her, “I have never seen 
anybody do work as challenging 
as you do with such perfection.”

On the surface, with such high 
praise and recognition in the art 
world, you might expect
Carol to take the stereotypical role 
of the art snob. You wouldn’t be 
farther from the truth. As soon 
as you enter her door, you feel 
welcome and at home. You may 
not be surprised then, to hear of 
Carol’s love for children. Maybe 
second only to horses, Carol loves 
painting children. “I love children, 
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     You’re gonna 
have to study a 
long time, and 

practice. You can’t 
just say you want 
to be an artist. It 
just doesn’t come 
around like that.”

ART LOOK
I was introduced to leather work when I was 8 years old and got a Tandy 
Leather Kit for Christmas. Since then I have made just about everything 
with leather except for boots and shoes.

I turned my hobby into a full time business in December 2012 in Tucson 
before moving to Weatherford, Texas in the Fall of 2016. I’ve become a 
multi-award winning saddle maker since moving to Texas and have built 
over 75 saddles since the move.

-Adam Tanner

they have a certain light in their 
eyes and are never afraid to tell 
you how it is.”
As Carol further 
explained, with every 
subject she paints or 
draws she wants to 
bring out even the 
smallest of details 
to help bring life to 
the piece. This all 
feeds into a saying 
that Carol frequently 
repeats and shows 
in her art, “Show the 
innocence in youth 
and wisdom in age.”

Refine Everything

So how does one become a 
successful artist? How do you 

reach the top of your craft?
Carol had some advice for future 

artists or those 
struggling to reach 
their potential, 
“You’re going to 
have to study a 
long time, and 
practice. You can’t 
just say you want 
to be an artist. 
It just doesn’t 
come around like 
that. Refine your 
work and take 
your time. Learn 

your approach and never stop 
working at it. That’s how you 
become a true artist.”
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        Tanner Custom Leather & Saddles

        Katanner77

        www.tannercustomleather.com

Adam currently has a year waiting time for any custom leather
including saddles
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Cochise
Credit Union

Freedom from the ordinary isn’t as hard to find as you may think. Simply join Cochise Credit 
Union and start enjoying the freedom to bank your way, every single day.

Fewer Fees  |  Better Rates  |  Friendlier Service
And More (so, so much more)

Visit www.CochiseCU.com to learn more about Cochise Credit Union and discover all the 
reasons you’ll want to join the CCU family today.

FREEDOM IS CALLING. 
JOIN COCHISE CREDIT UNION AND BE FREE.

Ask about our latest promotion!

�������������������������������������
new name.  new look.

TWN Business Connect
Customized communication solutions for any size company!

twncomm.com   .   866.297.8906

wi-power  internet  is  now

OWNED BY THOSE WE SERVE

In Partnership with

*Services provided by TransWorld Network, Corp. Not available in all areas. With approved credit. Restrictions, terms, & conditions apply. Taxes, regulatory, installation/activation, surcharges & other charges not included. Call for details or visit 
www.twncomm.com or www.twncorp.com for additional information and for terms and conditions of services. Customers on qualifying internet plans may receive maximum download speeds ranging from 1.5 Mbps to 15.0 Mbps.  Actual download 
speeds will vary. 2. TWN Communications Phone not available with satellite Internet. Minimum 512 Kbps Internet connection speed required. International call rates apply. Unlimited calling applies to local and long distance calls within the contiguous 
United States. Digital Phone 911 Service operates differently than traditional 911. See twncorp.com/911 for information. Unlimited usage subject to “fair and normal” usage limitations as described in terms and conditions. 

TWNCOMM.COM   866.297.8906

Specializing in Crop Insurance, Whole Farm Revenue Protection and 
Pasture, Rangeland and Forage (PRF) Insurance.

442 W. Kortsen Rd. #204
Casa Grande, AZ 85122
(520) 836-2988 or (800)

105 N. Railview Avenue
Wil lcox,  AZ 85643

(520) 507-2220

Ca s a G r a n d e  O f f i c e W i l l c ox  O f f i c e

Contact us toll free at (800) 454-8148 or visit www.amsins.com

Your personal agent is standing by right now!
Willey Insurance

125 N Haskell Ave Willcox AZ, 85643                   (520)-766-4423 
willeyinsurance@gmail.com                                www.willeyins.net
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In April 2022, the Willcox West 
Fest Ranch Rodeo and Chuck 
Wagon Cook-off was held for its 
eighth year. Have you ever been to 
Willcox West Fest? It is an annual, 
free event that mixes history, 
rodeo, family, food and fun!

Events of West Fest

West Fest has many different 
events that go on during this 
special, unique weekend. There 
are vendors, chuckwagons, and a 
Ranch Rodeo. There were over 40 
vendors this year, which Cheryl 
Moss, the head of West Fest,  said 
is the most they have ever had. 

a unique event, highlighting the 
authenticity of the chuckwagons 
used in the chuck wagon cook-off. 
“The chuckwagons are authentic. 
These chuckwagons have been 
on the trails before. 
If you talk to the 
owners, they have 
history on them. It’s 
really amazing to 
know these wagons 
served ranchers on 
their trails.” 

The Chuckwagon 
cook off starts selling 
their lunch tickets at 
10:00am on Saturday 
of the West Fest 
weekend, and start 
serving lunch at 
noon. This year, they 
sold 400 tickets in 
an hour and a half! 
They compete against 
each other to see 
who can make the best meal out 
of five components: beans, meat, 
potatoes, bread and a dessert.

Most of this years vendors were 
participating for the first time. 
There were some vendors from 
out of town, like Safford, Tucson 
and Benson, but many were local 
vendors like Ron Applegate, who 
has been doing West Fest for 
about 5 years, and Jim Atwood, 
who said he had been going for a 
few years.

One well anticipated event is 
the Ranch Rodeo, where local 
ranchers compete. This year, 
each team had to milk a cow, 
and doctor, tie down and load a 
horned steer into a trailer, with 
the quickest time dictating the 
winner. In between the major 
rodeo events, junior rodeo events 
had the stage. On Saturday, when 
most of the Rodeo takes place, the 
stands were completely full, with 
an estimated 3,000 spectators.
Cheryl describes West Fest as 

Future of West Fest

Like most events, everybody wants 
to see them succeed and grow. 
Cheryl Moss hopes that more 

chuckwagons will 
want to participate, 
once the word gets 
spread around 
about West Fest. 

The more anything 
grows, the more 
work it takes to 
manage. Cheryl 
is always looking 
for volunteers to 
help! “The Willcox 
FFA helped us 
tremendously. They 
helped us set up 
tables and chairs, 
tents, and helped 
unload wood. Then 
on Monday when 
it was all over with, 

they came and helped us put it all 
away. It takes an army!”

WILLCOX
WEST FEST
By Taylor Belden

  The 
Chuckwagons are 
authentic. These 

chuck wagons 
have been on trails 
before. If you talk 

to the owners, 
they have history 

on them. It’s really 
amazing to know 

these wagons 
served ranchers on  

their trails.
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The High Desert Palette welcomes contributions 
that highlight creativity and creative people in 
Southeastern Arizona.  We seek to explore the 
creative impulse, showcase creative product and 
inspire creatives in all fields.  Original contributions 
in artistic and/or creative fields and articles or 
feature interviews with the people who create them 
will be accepted. Let us know of creative individuals 
we might highlight in future issues.

Please contact The High Desert Palette at 520-766-3335 
or willcoxtheater@gmail.com to 
discuss your ideas.

CONTRIBUTOR GUIDELINES

DID YOU 
KNOW?
150 Years of Ranching 
By Josh Allred

Willcox celebrates 150 years of 
Ranching Heritage in 2022. From 
the Sierra Bonita in 1872 and 
through today, the Cowboy Way 
of Life remains the core of our 
heritage and our future.

The Sierra Bonita Ranch was 
founded by Col Henry Clay 
Hooker as the first permanent 
cattle ranch in the Arizona 
Territory, and is among the oldest 
cattle ranches in the United 
States. Because of it’s impact, the 
ranch has since been designated 
as a National Historic Landmark. 
The ranch lays about 27 miles 
north of modern day Willcox.

Sierra Bonita Ranch 
Established (1872)

More and more ranches were 
established and in 1885, thousands 
of cattle were driven from the 
open range to waiting Southern 
Pacific rail cars. Willcox had earned 
it’s reputation of being the cattle 
capital of the world for being the 
nations largest cattle shipping 
point. By 1891 there were 1.5 
million cattle on the open range!

Though on a smaller scale than 
1885, ranching life is still very 
much alive. In fact, the Sierra 
Bonita Ranch is run by a 6th 
generation Hooker, Jesse Hooker 
Davis, in the attitude of carrying 
the tradition forward.

Largest Cattle Shipping Point
in the Nation (1885-91)

Ranching today
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Willcox Theater and Arts thanks the following individuals, foundations, 
businesses, and government agencies who are supporting our 
programming during the 2021-2022 Season.

SPONSOR
RL and Sally Robbs,  John Riggs, Ellen Kaufmann, Toby and Kathy 
Collins, Dustin and Aiya Todd, Tim Bowlby, Matt and Michelle Klump, 
Orlando’s Barber Shop, Robbs Brangus, Jess Underberry, Debbie and Jerry 
Sunderland, Casey Dennis, Stephen Lee, Birds and Barrels Vineyard

PROGRAM PARTNER
Cindy Rae, Willcox Rock and Sand, Cheryl McLaughlin, David Allred, 
Anne Sapp, Kelly and David Miller, Rygh Westby, Caleb Blaschke, 
Kole Harris, Eureka Springs Cattle Co.

ARTIST AMIGO
Ron and Gayle Berry, Mike Moss, Pecans Inc, Shane and Patina Thompson,
Calvin and Susan Allred, DC Carriers, Apple Annie’s, Gene May, Bowie 
Pecans, Jared Allred, Billy Thompson, DC Carriers, CNR Trucking, Susan 
Arbuthnot, Onedah Arms, Texas Canyon Rock and Sand, Mary Peterson

SUSTAINING BENEFACTOR
Linda Drew, John Cropper, Jerry Sunderland
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BECOME A SPONSOR
Help us provide entertainment, 
education, and cultural 
opportunities for all ages!

As a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization, we count on 
individuals and corporations 
who contribute each year. Ticket 
and class fee revenues comprise 
a small portion of our budget. 
It is through the generosity of 

individual donors, corporate 
sponsorships, and foundations 
that we can raise the curtain on 
quality arts programs. 

Your contributions will support 
our ability to keep classes, 
programs, and ticket prices low 
for the entire community—from 
students to seniors and 
everyone in between.

Interested in becoming a sponsor? Fill out the form bellow and return Interested in becoming a sponsor? Fill out the form bellow and return 
it to it to PO Box 217 Willcox AZ 85644 or go to our website by searching PO Box 217 Willcox AZ 85644 or go to our website by searching 

willcoxtheater.com or scanning the QR code.willcoxtheater.com or scanning the QR code.

Name                                                      Phone Number

Address                                                  City                       State        Zip

Email Address

Payment Method:                                 Cash               Check               Card

If Card:                                                   Visa         Amex         MC         Disc

No.                                                          Exp                                 CCV 

Name on Card

Full Amount Paid:

Supporter.................... $25 - $99

Sponsor................... $250 - $499

Artist Amigo........ $1000 - $2499

Friend...................... $100 - $249

Program Partner..... $500 - $999

Sustaining Benefactor.... $2500+

Scan to go directly to our “Support Us” 
page of our website.

SUPPORTER
Justin Crum, Diane Shell, Cynthia Rozinski-Stine, Tina Whitley, Cameron 
Carter, Robin Grimes, Robert Mucci, Michael Bilharz, Lowell A. Jensen, 
Troy Cameron, Earl Goolsby, Vanessa Anderson, Shana Adams, 
Isaac Garay, Jonna Parnell, Gary Hatch, Ned Robbins, Ann Morrison, 
Calamity Lace, LLC, Cheryl Childers, Amarillo by Morning, River View 
Dairy, Kathleen Johnston, Bonita Bean, Susan Smithers, Karla Hansen, 
Top Notch Pistachios, Source of Coffee, Joan Carlson, Robin Hanson, 
Katharine L Wyland-Higgins, Monika S Cronberg, Robin Russel

FRIEND
Robert Carrillo, Karla Hansen, Larry and Janie Hodges, Paul and 
Jackie Lee, Cal and Leslie Saunders, Louise Walden, Laura Wiegard, 
Keith and Kathy Klump, Miller Family, Paul Sheats, Lee’s Pecans, Fred 
Smith, Phyllis Brooks, Denzil and Mary Farbo, Cindy Chaffey, Justin 
and Jocelyn Allred, Barb Ammon, Shaun and Jenna Thompson, Gilbert 
Davidson, Lori Moreman, Kenny and Moiria White, Kauffman Family, 
Willa Thompson, Macy Thompson, Whilley Thompson, Danelle Cosand, 
Camille and Blaine Thompson, Jim and Ruth Graham, Preston Family 
Farms, Maylee Thompson, Shear Tease Beauty Shop, Annie Moore, SW 
Province of Lambda Chi Omega, Julie Long



WILLCOX AREA, SAFFORD AREA, COCHISE, GRAHAM 
& GREENLEE COUNTIES

Getting it done when you need it.

Serving the Southeastern Arizona community fo 8 years!

GNS HEATING AND COOLING

Business Hours
Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm

Call Today
(520) 507-5617


